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MINUTES

Governmental Ral ations Committee
Meeting of April 9, 2002

Committee
member spresent

Committee
member absent

HowardWelinsky, Chair Other Commissioner spresent
Robert L. Moore, Vice Chair OdessaP. Johnson
Lancelzumi RaphPesguera

GuillermoRodriguez, Jr.
EvonneSeron Schulze
Rachel E. Shetka
OliviaK.Singh

Alan S. Arkatov, ex officio

Carol Chandler, exofficio

Calltoorder

Committee Chair Welinsky caledthe April 9, 2002 meeting of the Governmental Rela-
tions Committeeto order at 8:45a.m. He announced that minutesfor both the Febru-
ary 5 and March 8 committee meetings had been approved asa Commission Consent
item the previousday.

L egidativeupdate,
April 2002

Commissioner Welinsky reported that the committee had met on March 8, 2002 in
Sacramento to review and adopt abill matrix including newly introduced bills Hecalled
upon Commission Staff Legidative Coordinator Marge Chisholm to discussthe out-
comeof that meeting.

Ms. Chisholm reviewed thelayout of the Commission’ sLegidative Matrix which, when
adopted, showsthosebills staff isfollowing and for which thethereisan official Com-
mission position. Shegavean overview of the changessincethe committee slast meet-
ing along with therationa efor the recommended positions on the billsnewly added to
the matrix.

Ms. Chisholm al so discussed with the committeefour new billsthat had not been onthe
matrix adopted previoudy by thecommittee. After extensivediscussion, the Commit-
teeagreed to add four new billsto the Commission Legidative Matrix with thefollowing

postions:
1. Assembly Bill 1747 (Briggs) - Support.
2. Assembly Bill 2115 (Gol dberg) - Oppose unless amended.

3. Assembly Bill 2295 (Oropeza) - Support if amended.
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4. Senate Bill 1731 (Alarcon) - Support in concept.
It was moved, seconded, and approved without dissent to adopt the matrix asamended.

Discussion ensued asto waysin which staff could provide additional background infor-
mation for commissionerson billsof interest to the Commission. Staff suggested that
each representativesfrom all syssemsof higher education would be asked to convey thelr
respective sysem’ sofficid positionsondl billson the Commission’ smatrix at theregu-
larly scheduled Statutory Advisory Committee meetingsthat proceed each regular mesting
of the Commission. Commiss oners supported such an approach.

Review of the  Chair Welinsky called on Commission staff member Kevin Woolfork to report onthe
Legislative Legidative Analyst’sRecommendationson the proposed Governor’ s Budget for 2002-
Analyst’'s 03.

recommendai or?s Mr. Woolfork presented anumber of key recommendations and summarized themajor
ontheGOVernor's g esqrrounding the recommendations. With regard to the Commission’ sproposed
2002-03Budget 1y ygget cuts, the committee discussed the L egislative Analyst srecommendation that the
Commission berdieved of the obligation of making paymentsfor Terradataservicesto

the Tedl e Data Center and that the savings should revert to the General Fund.

Mr. Woolfork provided background on thisissue, noting that Commission staff has
been rigorousin itsopposition to thisrecommendeation, instead suggesting that the fund-
ing that was used for payments to the Teale Data Center should be retained in the
Commission’ soperating budget. Commissionersvoiced their hopethat the Legidature
will seriously consider thisrecommendation since the Commission has not used the
Terradata services since 2000-01.

TheCommissondsodiscussad theLegidaive Andyst’ srecommendation that Statefunds
alocated to the University of Cdiforniaand the State University for financia aid bere-
directed to expand the competitive Cal Grant Program. Mr. Woolfork stated that Ex-
ecutive Director Fox had sent aletter oppos ng thisrecommendation to the appropriate
legidative budget subcommittees. The commissionersvoiced their opposition to the
Legidative Andys’ srecommendation.

Adjournment  Having no further business before the Committee, Chair Welinsky adjourned the Gov-
ernmenta Relations Committee meeting at 10:23am.
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